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Extended use refers to the practice of wearing the same N -95 Respirator for repeated close contact encounters with 

several patients, without removing the respirator between encounters. Extended use may be implemented when multiple 

patients are infected with the same respiratory pathogen and patients are placed together in dedicated wards or rooms in 

the hospital. Extended use has been recommended as an option for conserving respirators during previous respiratory 

pathogen outbreaks and pandemics like COVID 19 

 

Re use- Refers to the practice of using the same N95 respirator for multiple encounters with patients but removing it 

(doffing) after each encounter. The respirator is stored in between encounters. 

 

 

 

1) You have been provided with Four N -95; you have also been provided with four white coloured small covers. You must 

write on each Mask and cover your name and number them 1,2,3,4.  You have been provided with a visor too with the set 

of N-95 Masks. 

2) On Day 1, wear the mask no. 1 when you step out for duty. Kindly wear the mask properly as explained in this 

document, the infection control Team will help you if you still have any doubts regarding the same. 

3) After you finish your duty, place the used N- 95 Mask in paper bag no. 1 and let it dry out for 4 days. Sunlight is not 

necessary. DO NOT THROW AWAY THE MASK.  
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4) On day 2, use the mask no 2 when you are going to start your duty. After finishing your duty place the used N- 95 mask 

in paper bag no 2 and let it dry out for the next four days. 

5) Do the same for Day 3 and Day 4 

6) Use the N- 95 mask no 1 on Day 5 again. For e.g. if you start wearing masks no 1 on 8th May 2020 it is available for reuse 

on 12th May 2020. 

7) Repeat the exercise until all 4 Masks have been used 5 times as recommended by CDC, Atlanta, USA. All four will be 

used up in 20 days (in this example on 27th May 2020) 

8)  Discard all 4 masks in the Yellow bin after 20 days, you will be issued Five new N-95 Masks after 20 days. 
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4 N-95 can be used for 20 days like this 
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Issue 4 mask every 20 days: Re-Use 

 

 

                                   Day 1 →5→9→13→17 
 

       Day 2→6→10→14→18  

 
 

          Day 3→7→11→15→19 

 
                                     
 
 

                                       Day 4→8→12→16→20 
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Steps to wear N-95                                                                                         
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How to keep masks 
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