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Sandhya Gautam, Seher, CHSJ is a development practitioner and has over twenty years of 
experience of grassroots work, training, research, networking and advocacy. Main focus of her 
work is on women's health rights and governance. Currently she is leading Seher- an independent 
unit of   Centre for Health and Social Justice (CHSJ). She is also coordinator for National 
Alliance for Maternal Health and Human Rights (NAMHHR). She holds an M.A. in Social 
Work. 
 
Sunita VS Bandewar 
 
 
Panelists 
 
Lakshmi Kaurav is an ASHA Sahayogini supervising 10 ASHAs in the Bhind District of 
Madhya Pradesh. She began as an ASHA herself in 2007 and took on this supervisory role in 
2014. She is the president of the State level organization of ASHAs, USHA and ASHA 
Sahayogini and is also an active member of Maternal Health Rights Campaign (MHRC)- 
Madhya Pradhesh - a state level network consistently working on accountability in health. 
  

Kiran Beheriya is a Mitanin [a female friend in local dialect] - a community health volunteer in 
the state of Chhattisgarh. She has more than 8 years of experience of working with the 
community responsible for 170 households in one hamlet in the urban areas in the capital city. 
She is involved in work that is aimed at improving social determinants of health like safe 
drinking water, nutrition and right based activities, opposing violence against women. 

Kavikumar is a Program Manager for health wing in Aarohi, a development organization in 
Uttarakhand. With a background in social work and public health, he has been working as a 
frontline health worker focusing in the rural parts of the country including Maharastra, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Manipur and Uttarakhand. He has been working with state 
governments and communities in these states offering technical support.  
  
Prakash Pandey is a trained nurse, pharmacist and an X-ray technician. He has been working 
with Aarohi in rural areas for more than 26 years doing home visits and attending medical 
emergencies. He has taken part in more than 600 Mobile Medical Unit camps and surgical camps 
in the last 6 years.  
  
Mansingh Jaat is a clinical nurse by profession having several years of experience in emergency 
nursing. He is currently based in the Centre for Integrative Medicine and Research in All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences. He has been actively associated with various organizations 
working for the welfare of nurses and is part of nursing movements at different levels.   
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Seher at Centre for Health and Social Justice, (Sandhya Gautam) 
COPASAH, and  
Innovative Alliance for Public Health, India (Santosh Mindrakar);   
 
Rapporteur 

Sanjana Santosh is an independent researcher in the areas of health and development.  She is 
currently doing research on maternal health, as a WHO-SEARO Research Fellow. Her areas of 
interest are reproduction, women’s health, and women’s representation in popular culture. She 
holds a masters in development from Azim Premji University, Bangalore 
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