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Letter to PMO on Collective demand for a people’s vaccine in India | FMES and Oxfam India

May 17", 2021

To The Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi
South Block, Raisina Hill,
New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Collective demand for a people’s vaccine in India
Dear Prime Minister,

The pandemic threatens all of us. Unchecked, the virus could kill millions and risks pushing a billion people into
poverty. Ensuring everyone has free and equitable access to the vaccine will save lives, reduce the pressure on the
healthcare system and accelerate India’s return to normalcy. India needs to drastically scale up vaccination,
particularly for those who are vulnerable, in the shortest possible time.

We are writing this letter on behalf of 160 health practitioners and experts (including medical doctors, nurses, health
researchers and ethicists), and 73 organisations, unions and groups working on health rights and with marginalised
communities. The complete list of 567 endorsements (from across 23 states and UTs) includes globally renowned
scholars, social activists, teachers, and concerned citizens is attached with this letter.

We call on you to take action to ensure a peoples’ vaccine. For this to happen, a detailed, time-bound and
transparent COVID-19 Vaccine policy and action plan should be arrived at in consultation with the States and India’s
experts and citizens at large and ensure transparency in contractual agreements reached by the government with
the pharma sector. Specifically, we urge the government to:

Ensure that the vaccine is purchased at true cost prices and provided free of charge to all.

Ensure its fair allocation which prioritizes at-risk groups, is sensitive to the existence of the digital divide and is able
to reach the vulnerable where they are.

Be rooted in large scale vaccine procurement by the Central Government at regulated prices which do not cripple
the finances of India’s states or pit them against each other in the quest of scarce lifesaving vaccines.

Immediately enhance financial outlays to public health and do what it takes to make the above happen through all
possible steps including compulsory licensing of vaccines and ramping up public sector vaccine manufacturing
capacity, to strengthen the public health system to be better prepared for the potential next wave of the pandemic.

We welcome and support India’s global advocacy on the vaccine including

Temporary relaxations for Intellectual Property rights, patents and other such provisions under the TRIPS
Agreement of the WTO to ensure free and equitable vaccines for all
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Addressing Vaccine Nationalism by rich countries including lifting bans on exports of ingredients for vaccine
manufacturing and;

Redistribution of excess vaccine stocks anticipated to not be used in the global north.

We hope that you would take note of these recommendations and urge you to take immediate steps to ensure a
people’s vaccine to support India’s recovery from this health crisis. We would be happy to work with you and
relevant agencies in taking this agenda forward.

Amitabh Behar,

. Sunita Sheel, Secretary
CEO, Oxfam India

General, Forum for
Medical Ethics Society

Petition: [Hindi], [Bengalil, [Kannada], [Malayalam] [Marathi] [Tamil]
Press release: [Bengali], [Kannada], [Malayalam] [Marathi] [Tamil]
Policy Brief [English]

Press Coverage

Credits:

Bengali: Dr Piyali Mitra, Sr Research Professional; Drs Barun and Shushmita Mukhopaddhya, Kolkata; All
Forum for Medical Ethics Society (FIMES) associates/members

Kannada: Society for Community Health, Awareness, Research and Action (SOCHARA), Bangalore, KA
Malayalam: Dr. Ashis Samuel John, M.D. (in his personal capacity), Trivendrum

Marathi: Dr Hemlata Pisal, Vidhayak Trust, Pune, MH

Tamil: Ms Meenakshi Sushma, Chennai, TN (IJIVIE)

Hindi: Oxfam India (Oxfam)
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List of individual endorsements

Name Category Name Category

Nandini Kumar Bioethicist (Medical) Anubha Rastogi Lawyer

Jayati Ghosh Teacher Olinda Timms Medical Doctor

Jean Dreze Economist Bharti Ali Child Rights Defender

Prof. Bina Agarwal Feminist Activist / Arumdhati Dhuru Health Researcher/Activist
Researcher

Prof. Ritu Dewan Feminist Activist Shewli Kumar Teacher

Meena Saraswathi Seshu Health Researcher/Activist | Veena Johari Lawyer

Ravi Duggal

Health Researcher/Activist

Sanjay Nagral

Medical Doctor

Pamela Philipose

Sandhya Srinivasan

Health Researcher/Activist

Medical Doctor, Health
Vibhuti Patel Teacher Upreet Dhaliwal Researcher/Activist,
Teacher
Gita Sen Teacher Partha P Majumder Teacher

Dr. Alexander John

Medical Doctor, Teacher

Dr.Suhas Kolhekar

Health Researcher/Activist

Renu Khanna

Health Researcher/Activist

Sarojini N

Public Health Practitioner

Veena Shatrugna

Medical Doctor

Sulakshana Nandi

Dr Anant Phadke

Medical Doctor

Nasreen Rustomfram

Teacher

Dunu Roy Health Researcher/Activist | Dhvani Mehta Health Researcher/Activist
Malini Aisola Health Researcher/Activist | Manjulika Vaz Health Researcher/Activist
Sujata Patel Teacher Arghya Sengupta Lawyer
F li i Relief
Brinda Adige rontline  Covid ele Padma Prakash Health Researcher/Activist
Workers

Annie Namala

Health Researcher/Activist

Deepika Joshi

Health Researcher/Activist

Shireen Jejeebhoy

Health Researcher/Activist

Manisha Gupte

Health Researcher/Activist

Medical Doctor, Health
Dr. Anne Varghese Researcher/Activist, Sujata Gothoskar
Teacher
Prof.Shahida Murtaza Teacher George Thomas Medical Doctor
Medical Doctor, Health
Sunita Sheel Health Researcher/Activist | Anant Bhan Researcher/Activist,
Teacher
Govind Kelkar Social Scientist Tejaswi Sevekari Health Researcher/Activist
Medical Doctor, Health Medical Doctor, Health
Satendra Singh, Md Researcher/Activist, Amar Jesani Researcher/Activist,
Teacher Teacher

Rama Kant Rai

Health Researcher/Activist

Ramesh Awasthi

Health Researcher/Activist

Anuradha De

Pryanka

Medical Doctor

Hasib Ahmad

Priyadarshini

Medical Doctor

Dr Dina Solanki

Medical Doctor

Prabir KC

Medical Doctor

Sharique Nadim

Medical Doctor

Renu Mahtani

Medical Doctor
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Nitish Sancheti

Medical Doctor

Priya Satalkar

Medical Doctor, Health
Researcher/Activist

Ganesh Singh . Medical Doctor, Health
Dharmshaktu Medical Doctor Neha Kale Researcher/Activist
Evita Fernandez Medical Doctor Dr. Swati Birla Medical - Doctor, Health

Researcher/Activist

P.S. Chandra

Medical Doctor

Shree Baphna

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Health
Researcher/Activist

Dr Akoijam Joy Singh

Medical Doctor

Dr. Shaheen Ansari

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Health
Researcher/Activist

Dr. Roopa Shivashankar

Medical Doctor

Manohar Boda

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist

Trideb Adhikary

Medical Doctor

Anjana Mangalagiri

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist,
Teacher

Dr.Vinayak Bhatu Patil

Medical Doctor

Dewal

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist,
Teacher

Dr. Anjali Mehta

Medical Doctor

Saki Malose

Medical Doctor,
Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist,
Teacher

Shilka Abraham

Medical Doctor

Poornima

Medical Doctor, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist

Dr. Varsha Jawale

Medical Doctor

Sharmila Shetty

Medical Doctor, Official In
Health Department
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(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist

N Oth Frontli

Amit Maruti Patil Medical Doctor Kavikumar Nagarajan urse/Other rontiine
Health Workers

. . . Nurse/Other Frontline
Yasir Alvi Medical Doctor Anil Khandekar Health Workers

. . . . ) Nurse/Other Frontline
Raghini Ranganathan Medical Doctor Mohini Agnihotri Health Workers

Nurse/Other Frontline

Nidhin Joseph Medical Doctor Deepak Kumar Health Workers, Health

Researcher/Activist

Dr Maneesh Gupta

Medical Doctor

Santosh

Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Health
Researcher/Activist

Krish Shetty

Medical Doctor

Kavya Narayanan

Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Health
Researcher/Activist

Jai Lala

Medical Doctor

Ashutosh Jaiswal

Nurse/Other Frontline
Health Workers, Official In
Health Department
(Current Or Former),
Health Researcher/Activist,
Teacher

Nurse/Other Frontline
Dr Vidit Panchal Medical Doctor Augustine Antony Health Workers, Social

Worker

Nurse/Other Frontline

Dr Cynthia Arunachalam

Medical Doctor

Vikas Bhaskar

Health Workers, Teacher

Dr Lumbini Medical Doctor Shekhar Health Worker
Official In Health
Kal Suresh Medical Doctor Honey Gottlieb Department (Current Or

Former)

Devyani Umale

Medical Doctor

Rohit Baghel

Official In Health
Department (Current Or
Former)

Official In Health

Abhilash Medical Doctor Dr. Barnali Das Department (Current Or
Former)
Official In Health

Dr. Mira Shiva Medical Doctor Jyotismita Department (Current Or

Former), Health
Researcher/Activist

Official In Health

Dr Jignesh Shah Medical Doct.or., Health Birendra Kumar Jha Department (Current Or
Researcher/Activist .
Former), Office Staffs
Anitha Medical Doctor, Health

Pallavi Gupta

Health Researcher/Activist
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Researcher/Activist

Dr. Nitin Jadhav Medical Doct‘or., Health Pratiush Prakash Health Researcher/Activist
Researcher/Activist
Medical D Health

Sumana Navin edica oct‘or., ca Rhea John Health Researcher/Activist
Researcher/Activist

Sanjoy Hazarika Health Researcher/Activist | Sumi Singh Health Researcher/Activist

Hyjel Dsouza

Health Researcher/Activist

Devanik Saha

Health Researcher/Activist

Indira C

Health Researcher/Activist

Teena Xavier

Health Researcher/Activist

Yuman Hussain

Health Researcher/Activist

Sudha

Health Researcher/Activist

Rajesh Kumar

Health Researcher/Activist

Nivedita Saksena

Health Researcher/Activist

Amit Kumar

Health Researcher/Activist

Satyajit Sarkar

Health Researcher/Activist

Dr. Shriyuta Abhishek

Health Researcher/Activist

Sangeeta Sharma

Health Researcher/Activist

Mamoon Rashid

Health Researcher/Activist

Nasim Ansari

Health Researcher/Activist

Arpita Amin

Health Researcher/Activist

Diana Thomas

Health Researcher/Activist

Bhuvaneswari Sunil

Health Researcher/Activist

Sunayana Walia

Health Researcher/Activist

Mona

Health Researcher/Activist

Sreedharan Nair

Health Researcher/Activist

Sucheta Deshpande

Health Researcher/Activist

Richa Sharma

Health Researcher/Activist

Tejal Jaitly

Health Researcher/Activist

Rewa Kohli

Health Researcher/Activist

Navneet Wadkar

Health Researcher/Activist

Roopashri Sinha

Health Researcher/Activist

Roshani Babu

Health Researcher/Activist

Karunakaran

Health Researcher/Activist

Kiran

Health Researcher/Activist

Divya Bhagianadh

Health Researcher/Activist

Gayatri Saberwal

Health Researcher/Activist

Beenu Rawat

Health Researcher/Activist

Prathibha Sivasubramanian

Health Researcher/Activist

Snehal Velkar

Health Researcher/Activist

Rupanjali Dasgupta

Health Researcher/Activist

Seema Jkumar

Health Researcher/Activist

Mohit Varyani Health Researcher/Activist | Rama Shyam Health Researcher/Activist
Geeta Sethi Health Researcher/Activist | Renuka Mukadam Health Researcher/Activist
RajeevBR Health Researcher/Activist | Laurice Levine Health Researcher/Activist
Namitha A Kumar Health Researcher/Activist | Radha Holla Health Researcher/Activist
Dr Rajalakshmi Health Researcher/Activist | Anu Health Researcher/Activist
Ramprakash
Neha Madhiwalla Health Researcher/Activist | Priyanka Akkar Health Researcher/Activist
Abha Rao Health Researcher/Activist | Ashwini Erande Health Researcher/Activist
Udita Shukla Health Researcher/Activist | Arulappa M Health Researcher/Activist
. . . Health R her/Activist,
Md Saquib Health Researcher/Activist | Katta.Sandhya Rani .ea. . esearcher/Activis
Dietician
Urrmimala Health Researcher/Activist | Bharati Sharma Health Researcher/Activist,

Teacher

Anirudh Agarwal

Health Researcher/Activist

Dr Manju Chhugani

Health Researcher/Activist,
Teacher, Administrator

Manisha Jha

Health Researcher/Activist

Bedabrat Sharma

Ethicist

S. Sebastian V

Sanitation Department
Employees

B K Rana

Healthcare Quality Expert

Oxfam India: 4th Floor, 411 & 412, NSIC New MDBP Building,
Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi — 110020.

T: +91-11-46538000 F: +91-11-46538099 W: www.oxfamindia.org
Oxfam India is a registered non-profit under Section 8 of the Indian Companies Act, 2013

LET'S BUILD AN
INDIA
DISCRIMINATION




Forum for Medical Ethics Society

Ganesh Acharya g?ousurvwor, Patients Debashish Nandy Retired Public Servant
Hari Teacher Santosh Kumar Mishra Teacher
Anupam Pachauri Teacher Shiwani Singh Teacher
Godftrey Dlima Teacher Sanjay Kumar Teacher
Javed Akhtar Khan Teacher Dr. Sant Kumar Prasad Teacher
Mridul Megha Teacher Nadipuram (Ram) Prasad Teacher
Rabindra Prasad Sinha Teacher Amrita Shodhan Teacher
Uma Bhrugubanda Teacher Pronoy Ghosh Teacher
Suri Kumaraswamy Teacher Vasudha Pande Teacher
Joaquim Tellis Teacher Piu Dutt Teacher
Arati Baride Teacher Sudarshana Srinivasan Teacher
Richa Teacher Deepak Teacher
Geeta Balakrishnan Teacher Kavita Teacher
Pranoo Teacher Sraban Kumar Teacher
Vijaya Mahajan Teacher Jonathan Martin Teacher
Dr.Parimala.C.P Teacher Sanyukta Bafna Teacher
Maria Aishwarya B Teacher Ashish B Teacher
Archana Sharma Teacher Sowmya Teacher
Angelie Multani Teacher Tushar Malhotra Teacher
Stuti Khanna Teacher Harish Kumar Maran Teacher
Gabriel R.J Parayil Teacher Muskaan Teacher
Arvind Sardana Teacher Dr. Georgitta Joseph Teacher
Anju Bhasin Teacher Ankita Chauhan Teacher
Lavina Pinto Teacher Rakhma Hema Shrikant Teacher
Saniya Khan Teacher Tathagata Sengupta Teacher
Saee Purnapatre Teacher Deepak Singh Bist Teacher
Shahnawaz Teacher Putul Sathe Teacher
Gaurav Dutt Teacher Kalpana Suresh Teacher
Alia Teacher Bittu KR Teacher
Nisha Cairae Teacher Mr KAMOD H DONGARE Teacher
Maju Varghese Social Worker Dr. Neelmani Jaysawal Teacher
Shekhar Social Worker Yogita Malhotra Teacher

Deepa Vasudevan

Social Worker

Pritish Samaddar

Teacher Trainer

Sujatha Suriyamoorthi

Social Worker

Antony Raju V

Teacher, Social Worker

Advaita Marathe

Social Worker

Hira Janardan

Retired Teacher

Vijaya Baskar

Social Worker

Manju Devi

Ex Principal

Jayapal R Social Worker Agreni Batra Former Teacher, Educator
Nirupama Sarathy Development Professional | Ravi Kant Educational Consultant
Ellora Guhathakurta Development Professional | Prabir Basu Education
Sujan Singha Development Professional | Rahul Educator
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Rakesh K Singh

Development Professional

Anamika

Academic

Palash Agrawal

Development Sector

Sukanya Bose

Academic

Anuradha

Development Worker

Anweshaa Ghosh

Developmental Researcher

Sam

Development Worker

Niranjan

Policy Researcher

Hargun Singh

Activist

Ambika Tandon

Public Policy Researcher

Avinash Chanchal

Activist

Sreejith Murali

Research Scholar

Prof. Lakshmi Lingam

Feminist Activist

Poulomi Pal

Researcher

Anuradha Kapoor

Feminist Activist

Barun Mukhopadhyay

Retired Professor

Devika Prasad

Human Rights Activist

Vimla Nadkarni

Professor

Abha Bhaiya

Women’s Rights Activist

S Subramanian

Economist

Chirashree Ghosh

NGO Staff

Aparajita Sharma

Education Researcher

Anandakumar R NGO Staff Sushobha Barve Social Activist

Rajat Chowdhury Ngo Worker Pankaj Anand Social Activist

Baishali Chatterjee Ngo Worker Archana Social Activist

Urvashi Gandhi Working With A NGO Chandrakanta Bharti Social Activist

Nivritti Samtaney Ngo Worker Avijit Dutt Social Activist And Actor

Kaveri Employee In A CSO Sohini Chakraborty Social Development

Sneha Fathima S Fellow At An Ngo Juhi Pandey Social Development

Worker

Meenakshi Rathore Technical Consultant, Wee Ananya Social Researcher
(Un-Women)

Divyang Potdar Phd Student Vinita Ajgaonkar Social Researcher

Rohit Pandharinath Kale m?izirashtra Students Farida Poonawala Social Service Worker

ASHA SANGROLA Student Vandana Mahajan Social Work Practitioner

Ankit Mishra Student Ravi Wande Social Worker

Sushil Wanjari Student Achla Savyasaachi Financial Inclusion

Paanchali Student Anannya Rajagopalan HR Professional

Prince Kumar Student Aran Bharat Instructional Designer

Ananya Tiwari Student Aditi IT Professional

Mukund Javanjal Student Varsha Pitre IT Professional

Abhijit Rathod Student Lokesh Ranjan Jeevika

Pranjali Agarwal Student Kathyayini Chamaraj Journalist

Aditi Tiwari Student Anuradha Bhasin Journalist

Fahad Ahmad Student Activist Suhail Bagdadi Marketing

Shuchismita Ghosh

Student Of Social Work

Sameer Joshi

Marketing Professional

Karishma Advocate Praveen Chunduru _?_‘;rj;:g}/ogyConsultant In
Mahek Gada Advocate Anuradha Technical Writer

Shashank Shubham Advocate Jasmin Work As BCC Specialist
Vishal Kumar Singh Advocate Supriya Madangarli Writer

Dr Arun Senthil Ram Advocate Sakthi Rekha
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Ujwala Kadrekar Advocate Mona Mehta
Sumit Analyst Aditi

Ritam Patt Architect Rita Manchanda
Kunal Panda Auditor Marion Martin
Paritosh Joshi Consultant Niharika
Akanksha Gupta Content Editor Annu

Sarbendu Guha Data Scientist Anita D

Nitin Malhotra Engineer Sangeeta Gandhe
Divya MG Engineer Shyamolie Biyani
Prasad S Engineer Sneha Lala
Ankita Engineer Gaurav Nagpal
Usha Says Entrepreneur Sahyadri Bareth

Prathamesh Satalkar

Event Management
Professional

Prerna Bhardwaj

Neeraj Kumar

Finance

Rajanikant Hendre

Anand Kumbar

V N Kulkarni

Deepa Dandavate

Kshipra Marathe

Sumitra Mishra

Yash Chandola

Aparna

Harsh Kapoor

Neha Jain

Rohan Kumar

Rekha Rajkumar

Mariam Rashid

Anisha Pahwa Vijayta

Akshaya Kumar Biswal Igbal Sayed
Suniti Neogy Vineeta Shakya
Shipra Nigam Prabhakar M
Sujata Madhok Pravin Parmar
Vedika Bihani Rebecca S. David
Maya Sinha Sneha Mishra
Rakhi Sehgal Divya Mukand
Richa Silakari Ankit Vyas
Deepika Aashish

Sharanya Sharma

Abusaleh Shariff

Ishita Kumar Akshita Rout
Mainak Roy Anita Modak
Paramita Chattopadhyay Anita Vyas
Suneeta Dhar Chayanica Devi
Ishaan Sethi DG

Siddharth C Devika Singh
Charunila Malatpure Gijs Spoor
Arijeet Mondal Vijay Sawant

Baljeet Kaur

Gregory Salu Gonsalves
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Ramya Suresh

Harvinder Bedi

Vidyaramani

Japleen Pasricha

Saurabh P George

Gayatri

Eunice

Tarun Kumar Debnath

Charu Govindan

Jayant Sawant

Anand Agarwal

Kamlesh Nagware

James

Raju Ishwardas Mahtani

Rajaram Baliram Dhas

Manjulie

Surekha Chintawar

Phumeza Tisile

Rajameenakshi

Manju Joshi

Konkona Sensharma

Suresh Salvankar

G Thirulogachandran

Pratap Malempati

Swaminathan

Rajmal Kulmi

Anisha Chamaria

Amrita Gupta

Tarini Khurana

Srijita Majumder

Sharda Suresh

Sunita Chawla

Vaihav W Deepak Lalchand Bathija
Manisha Vaishnavi

Rahmath Unnisa Priyambada Seal

Indira Hirway Yogesh Amin

Rupesh Prabhu Zafar Egbal

Rajesh

Vanita Mukherjee

Vijay Ingawale

Vritant Garg

Anthony

Shirley Varghese

Kaushik A

Niti

Shivani Bajaj

Rohini Kandhari

Seema

Shruti Arora

Ravi Budhiraja

Hyacinth Pinto

Nikhilesh Nehal Tank

Rashmi Gangwar Sandesh Vishnu Kadam
Ashok Shetty Kapil Agarwal
Naganathan P K Dehiya

Sagarika Ray Pragnya Joshi

Suita Chawla

Meghna Ann Arunachalam

Nisha Munshi

Shruti Bhat

Sayan Das

Koninika Ray
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List of organisational endorsements

Aajeevika Bureau Trust

Karnataka Janaarogya Chaluvali

Academy For Nursing Studies And Women's

Empowerment Studies

Kashtakari Sanghatna

Ajmg Foundation

Koshish Charitable Trust

All India IT And Ites Employees' Union

Let India Breathe

All India Students' Association, Dehradun

Maadhyam

Anandi

Maasu

Assam Network of Positive People

Maharashtra Students Union

Aulia Adhyatmik Anusandhan Kendra

Microfinance Institutions Network

Basic Health Care Services

Minority Coordination Committee Gujarat

Behanbox.Com

Munnade Social Organization

Cehat

Namhhr

Center For Social And Constitutional Studies

National Campaign On Dalit Human Rights

Center For Social Equity And Inclusion

National Coalition For Education

Centre Fir Amenities, Rehabilitation & Education (CARE)

National Federation Of Indian Women, Delhi Unit

Centre For Health And Gender Equality

Nivedita Foundation trust

Centre For Health And Resource Management

Oxfam India

Chsj

Partners In Change

Criminal Justice And Police Accountability Project

Qrius

Db-ldeal: Db Institution For Integral Design Of Ecology
Empowerment And Learning

Raah Health & Social Development Foundation

Efrah-A Society For Social Welfare

Ram Narain Vikas Seva Samiti

Fmes

Right To Education-RTE Forum-Tamil Nadu

Gandhi Vichar Foundation

Rihai Manch

Gramin Punarnirman Sansthan

Sahara CFRCAR

Happy To Help Foundation

Sahayog

Indian Youth Federation

Sankalp Rehabilitation Trust
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