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Pandemic lessons 

IJME Issue Vol. VI, No.3, July-Sept. 2021 

The pandemic marches on, but so do scientific achievements like the extremely rapid 

development of vaccines. Their huge deployment still falls far short of the need, with 

whole continents being deprived of supplies, besides vulnerable sections of people. 

Pregnant women are a group which has been kept away from vaccine trials and 

immunisation in the name of vulnerability. However, they have fallen prey to the 

virus in any case, and efforts to immunise them are underway. Our editorial deals with 

the gender blindness at the root of this neglect. Pregnant women have also suffered 

terribly in this pandemic, just by being pregnant and unable to get medical help in 

time. A study explores the many ways in which they have been at the receiving end. 

A year and a half of living with “the virus” has taught us hard lessons about managing 

it. One article discusses these more generally, while another shares the effective Covid 

management practices of one particular state. Finally, a medical student contemplates 

the ethical responsibilities of student-doctors and a reflective piece harks back to a 

kinder, more tolerant time in the author’s own practice. 

Online First from IJME 

July 24, 2021 | Ethical issues for e-cigarette control policies in Australia | 

Soumyadeep Bhaumik 

July 22, 2021 | Timely use of Covid-19 vaccines could have saved thousands of 

lives | T Jacob John, Dhanya Dharmapalan, Jagdish Ratnanni 
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July 20, 2021 | Do authorship disputes deter Indian medical students from 

pursuing research? | Rohini Dutta, Deep Chakrabarti, Anita Gadgil, Nobhojit Roy 
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The initiative is self-supported with no external funding support. 

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS TO THE FORUM FOR MEDICAL ETHICS SOCIETY 

The Forum for Medical Ethics Society (FMES), publisher of the Indian Journal of Medical 

Ethics (IJME), appeals to subscribers, contributors, readers, supporters and well-wishers of IJME 

and FMES to donate to its corpus and towards the publication of IJME. Contributions from both 

individuals and institutions are welcome. 

FMES has published the journal on a shoestring budget, without a break, since 1993. The journal 

is known for being open access and spearheading discourse aimed at advancing social justice in 

health and ethics-centred healthcare and health research reform. It is recognised widely as an 

authoritative resource of knowledge in bioethics and allied areas of enquiry. FMES and IJME 

have not only sustained themselves but have grown over these past 25 years. Our ever-growing 

base of readers, contributors, and reviewers enables the publication of multiple and diverse 

perspectives on wide-ranging topical areas. We have also striven to upgrade the journal 

technically to keep up with the advances in publishing to widen our reach. This has been possible 

only because of your steadfast and sustained support. 

We are committed to maintaining our editorial independence which is critical to safeguarding the 

scientific integrity of what we publish. Therefore, wider support from all those who are 

committed to social justice in health is essential. 
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FMES is registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (Reg No: Mumbai-218-1995-

G.B.B.D.D) and the Bombay Public Trusts Act, 1950 (Reg No: F-17441 Mumbai, 1995), and 

donations are eligible for tax exemption under Section 80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961 

For more details on how to support us, write to admin@ijme.in or visit our 

website www.ijme.in/subscribe-support/ 

SUPPORT OPENACCESS ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS, DONATE TO THE FMES CORPUS 
FOR THE PUBLICATION OF IJME! 
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