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Pro/Jlems in Praxis 

THE ·BHUTAtr PHENOMEI\ION 
Why _Ar~ Women Hunted Down .As 'Witches ?. 

_kasht,:1ka~f sanghat·ana. 
~ The Keshteker! Sanghatna is fl Jeltdemocrat';c mass organisati~n of ma,ginal farmers and agricultural 

'1 ,, w~rkers of Thane District in Maharaslftra. Even· while launcning numerous struggles around the problems of the 
1
. adivasis, it seeks continually to build-up palitical consciousness' in its membership. · 

I ·..:3::.._t-;;.\. iv.omen h~ve /Jeen th~ /JEjck/Jone oi.the organisation :nd have consiste~t1y .remained in the 1ore1ron~ 0111,e · 
~- ~~,ovement. However the conscious ·struggle for women:» lilieration has only recently. become partof t/Je 

. organisation's effor-ts .. Rec·ent/y, in a women's meeting, a mililant Sanghathana member, forced into the 
background by. political repression, raised.an issue of vital impottenc« to the adi'lasi-women. She expressed !,er 
fears • ot being suspected as a witch .. Once a courageo_us fighter, now apprehensive of being hunted,as ;, 
'/Jhutali', · {witch} her· predicamen~ threw into clear relief the contradiction of adivasi'womankind - power and 
powerlessness - 'reducing them to /Jeing victims of cruel inhumanity.· 

! J 
f 

Till today. various problems have farced the Sanghatna to take ,adl1or: measures vis, a-vis the torture of 
women 'bhutalis'. The efforts of 'the activists hev» been reduced to a bettl« of . WJ~S to minimise the 
brutality. peoples science movement gro·ups ,made efforts to expose the superstition. But the 'bhutali' 
iemeins mystified a'!d entrenched in the edires! mind and almost de lies a rstions] solution. 

The persecution of '/Jhutali' reflects. the deteriorating health status of the atfivasi. The challenge to evolve 
a creative .response to the situation fOnfronts the organisation. This reponse while /Jeing innovative .and 
revo/utiqnary needs to he intef!ral to the ethos and.existence of the adivasis, their sym/Jiotic relationship to tile 
totes! and their faltering steps into modern society. The search for tlie 'old yet new' is just beginning. . ... . . 

E ve;y sing!~ year, with almost un_faiHng regula~ity 
adivasi women of Thane District, become .unwi 

lling victims of a bizarre ritual which ends, · in many 
cases with the Whole village (men, women and-chil 

-~ren)'.cryin_g in a frenzy. "death. to the· witch''· .. In a 
rapid seqtrence of events which allow- no single 

· -~ember of the village community tci remain unaffec- 
ted or uninvolved, a group of women {or. in some 
cases a single woman} is suspected of· witchcraft 
and, with no warning whatsoever, forced to stand 
trial. Put in the dock by the village males (with "the· 
village women looking on), and sometimes even in 
absentia, the women are tried and summarily· han-' 

-ded a foregone conclusion: the sentence of guilty. 
The guilty woman (women) is responsible for the 
many evils that may have befallen the village. Sh~ 

I has to take on herself the blame for al] the mishaps 
j that .niay have happened. She is liable for punish- 
.l..... J,./-.efi't::rhe trial is swift and final. The accused stands 
~ - ·::(I th~ dock, already adjudge( guilty. $he has 

' _.,,either.the right of counsel (any one defendi~g her 
is in turn an accomplice and immed!ately suspect) 
or defence, she is neither tried nor are her pleas 
recorded. She stands a mute spec~ator to her 'trial' 
and a witness .to· her own execution. 

i 
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The whole village is prosecutor, judge an9 Jury 
and finally the executioner. The guilty victim is then 

Socialist Health Review 

subjected: to the brutal senten~e. In ~ost cases she 
(they) is stpned. Sometimes death comes as.·a 
merciful release. E.very single_ member (for fear of 
being identified as an accomplice and meeting, ~he 
same fate) takes part in the execution of the sen 
tence. ·1n rnost case's the event remains locked in tl;ie 
silence of the village. In very tew cases does it reach 
the outer world. 

What;is witch-hunting 7 
Why and how does it occ1:1r 7 

I • 
Disease and death form an integral part of the 

lives .of the impoverished adivasis .. tn many ;instances: 
poverty renders them helpless. Sometimes· several 
de~ths plague· a single .family, ·at' othet times an 
epidemic ravages the viilage. On some occasions 
mishaps befail a village, on other occasions disease 
affect~ livestock and cattle. The adivasi ~anders 
at these inexplicable mysteriesi He searches for the 
root cause ef · these maladies. And he finds 'a, 
witch·. He is 'then impelled to .rid the village -of · 
this pernicious cause· and hunts dowi:1 the witch 
with uncontrolled emotion. · · · 

Incidents of witch-hunting take place the year 
round. But 'they errupt with increased intensity during 
the mon·soon. The reasons for this· spurt,in witch- 
hunting are not hard to find. · . , . 
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• • 1 )0 lncrease.d.St~rvation, Wides~read Malnutri- ·Till such a jlme (till the person falls seriously ill), 
tion, Lowered Resistance·: The begining of the rnon- everyone works. and is not considered sick as long 
sooni finds· rnanv adivast' families with depleted, as the person can work. T-he breakdown of health is 
food·reserves. In many cases food stocks· are the ·> consldered Important onl_y when it becomes an im- 
balance that remains after sowing.! While food has pediment to work. - 
a!re~.dy become scarce dor,ng the ~umtiier months. Most adivasis consider going to the hos ;·t I · - · 
h 

· · · · - · h f · k d . pl a as , . t e adivasi can migrate · in searc · o wor . an , . -~ · . . . · · . · ,· · .. · 
1
- h . . - . .k .·. a last resort,.when all, other.efforts have failed. They 

· ,_ survival, With t ,e· .onset o t e ·monsoons, .wor m . . . . . · . •. . . , · .. :, itlJ~- -bri~k. '.kilns, ".··s.att\pans: .' S~Od ·. cfr_eqg~rs,. StOr.\e·:. . . ~re!e~ t~_e _ Vl~l~ge p~agat ~ecause he works free, . 
. quarries and earth iranspor·t,· comes ·to a haft. :rlie · .. : while ~ti~ hospit~I or ~H½_cpst~mon_ev,. Mostpat!e~t7..:.,.: 
adivasis return to thelr.vlllaqes. many of them ernptv ,- are taken to the hospltal.when they are very seno~ .. ~ · · 
handed. In the vlllaqes the avallabllltv of work is _Takin9 .. a person to hospital/PHC'Js a disnipti_dri of,': 
almost nil, besides many have to _ choose b_etween the wor~-schedule as 1;11any 8.~e ~eed~p !~.}a~e the 
working or cultivating their own land: . person m a str~tch,er or remain m .tt,e. ,hospital to· 

The ageo!d recourse of. the adivasi in the fa?efof . ~o~k tor the patient: Hence the gravi!Y .of the illness 
starvation was to search for food. in the jungle. wild is important to motivate people to take the patient 
roots.Truit. leaves and tubers With these he was to a medical facility. ' · 
able.to survive and had evolved elaborate methods 4) Increased. Waterborne lnfection: The- rains 
of de-toxifving the poisonous roots and ·tubers, and wash down the· dirt ··from the .hill slopes. Wat~r 
make them ~dible. He celebrated . this symbiotic rushes dow.n the denuded hill sides. The thick for- 
reliance on the jungle yvith the feast of -kohll' (eating ests and undergrowth assisted in the percolation 
of tender shoots from "the jungle). Without eating and filtration of .water. Now the streams· are a 
kohll, .the ' a~:li_vasi: capnbt . begi_n: -tr~~~pla.ntation, · mu_ddy flow, carrying \J\/ith' them .infection .. The jungle 

.. (indicative ·of his. uiJqet'~tapdfng th$Jt the-)ioumv. :ot - . .serves_ as i!, toilet 'for ~he villagers ·and:aH oHt reaches 
_ ·itie· forest toqk priori~y :t? 't_~~:"frµH·of.hi's 9Y:Ji"t-1a6oor). · . . -the streams. :·tn .·addition, the ·adivasi§ relish the tish; · 
Today. r.ampa·nt deforestation a·nd. extensive mono': ·.' i'n t!,e_streams, ~hich for many families ·is· .probably 
ulture ~f commercial teak varieti~s. )ias drasti_cally. their major source ~f .. edible ."protein .. The tiny 
reduced tlie availability-of foop from the jungle and fingerlings are eaten without removing the entrails. ' 
increased starvation·. · While the ,u$e of powdered tamarind leaves help to . 

T~e groups m9st affectedby,the growing starva-. ·destroy any i:nicro ,organisms in the entrails, 
tion are the older people and the children; who face possibilities of infection still remain. 
increase~ malnutriiion and lowered resistance to To re·cap, this .. maze -of insecurfty and uncerta-~..., 
infection. · inty, the tribal places· unq~estioning r"eliance on the r .. ;1.r, 
2) ·1naccesibility_ of He'alth Care, Disrupted Com- bhagat as his refuge, hopi_ng through him to fin·d a v 
munication, Shortage of Money ;·The ra.ins reduce way out of a seemingly hopeless situ.ation. · 
movement·to a minimum. Most of.the _villages rehlain 
cut off .. ST- services are withdrawn as roads become 
slushy. The.·bufrock ca;ts, inexpensive means of tra 
nsport are . dismantled· for .. the rains; car.t tracks 

. : through the· fields np longer· exist. Taking a. sick 
· ' person·to the ·hospital or PHC ls possible· only with 
.... makeshift str~tchers. Adcled· to -this is "no.money" 

not only to travel, but · also to pay for, medical 
services because even the PHC. doctors will not treat 

. a person,.how·ever :.Serious, free. The lack of money 
· becomes a compelling reason for not· taking the 
sick"person to .the hospital or "PHC for treatment. 

· 3) Heavy Demands ·of Cultivation, Illness as· 
Incapacitation {The adivasi methods .of c·ultivation 
are backward arid l~bour intensive. Every able 
bodied person ·is. required ·for vvork. The youngest 

· children do baby-sit.ting, · the ·slightly older take cqre 
of the cattle. -while the others assist in cultivation. 
Under·such.circumstances; a persqn is consider~d tQ·' 
be.sick_only' when he is bed-rid<;len -and'-incapacit~d- . . .. 

· ·· . The bhagat is the triba!l priest an~ medicine ~an 
rolled into one. He is a villager liKe the others, vii.ho 
has initiated himself into 'bhaga·tship'. He supports 

· himself by ·his work on his lands, being a bhagat 
brings in no income, on tli~ contrary it is· often a drain. 
on his own time:. a-!ld. resour_ces. He· p·erforms. the 
few rituals. that exist h:·i" the'. adivasi"religion.". His . 
majcir. function, which continues :throughout tiie : 
yea~. ~-is cl$ healer and medici~e.~an. . . : . :. . .. , 

1_:he:·warli' religion is based o_n spirit yvm~~ 
Some elements of hinduism have·crept in, but ,remaik ... 
on the fringes of th~ir worship. -~nd ·ritual. The 
koknas have absorbed much more of hindt:1 beliefs, 
deities and tradition. The religion· of the people cen 
tres• around the appeasement of the spirits whose 
anger th!il people fear. Religion does .not provide any 
.morality or enforce an ethical cocfE!, · _ · · 

The adivasi -medicine. is from .'the jungle. Over 
years of experience, the _bhagats_· have discoverE!d a 

a.a. 
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.variety ·of roots, herbs ~nd·~~-dicin~r plants that ;hey 
dispense_ to the sic~. The kr:iowledg~. of thes·e ? yariety of fruit and nut trees),-the disappearance 
rnedlcinal plants. is ·f1anded· down by word of mouth. of game and the· general growth of the population 
However,. once the bhaqat has handed ·down the couple.d with inc_reased exploltatlon has had a 
knowlsdqeof the vatlous remedies, he is supp. osed severeeftect on the diet-of the adlvasis, their .intake 

, of protein, vltarnlns and trace minerals.resulting in ·a 
:? to stop . dispensing these medicines as with .. the . .- . . • 

..._,,4.. knowledge he has also 'handed down the ~eneral. lowerinq of the -health _of local adivasl 
-. . . . · · power. population : 

· and efficacy of the medlcine. The .sy stem of diagn- c ht. · · . . · . ' · ·. · . · , . · · aug m a vice of · d d · h. , 
osis centres round 'knots' The bodv, cf . t . · · . growm.g eman s on 1s - ·,:-A . . . • ·' accor mg o knowledqe a d f h 1· 

--'-"".~ their-system, consists of different knots .. of muscle . , . . - .. n . ~o~~rs O e~ mg on the ore hand, 
\iierve and blood vessel: Good health i ··· · ·. ·t·· ·~. ·· and a growing _inability t_o_ deaLwiti'! new .conditlohs . s a mani est · · ·both· tn term f d. · · · · · d h · · · · · · · ·. · 
atlon that equlllbrium prevails, with· '.·each::.kn·~t.· ... : t .: • - .. · . ~-? · iagno~is_ a~· ·: erapy,-a.s1gn1_f1ca·ot 
belnq in placeand-rneintaininq the desired· tension:-· · .. ~~.a~U~. IS:!a~m_g place In _tfie -systejn; _a) ~here i~ a 
Illness occurs when the equilibrium is aff t · dcl ~t net shift in the bhagats modus opetandl, moving ec e an Ji!O d . . . . h 
the knots are· either _dislocated or lose their required · .. re an · more m~o spirit wors ip and appeasement, 
tension. The treatment for illness is either in the form rather than dispensing. he.r~al jnedlcine, b) The 

. of brandinq or ·consumptiom of rnedlcine, inhalation tr!bal medlcal system is becornlnq progressively. in- 
.·· ··. or: even tying some herbs on the body. . . .. offectiv~ and with-it g_rows t_he bhaqats' failure. 

The bhagat, ihen, _is the immediate and in a To the mind, the new situation is inexplicable. 
·sense ideal solution, for a variE?tY of reasons: ·he is They do not understand the changing circumstanbes. 
· accessible; he is·known; he is understandable;· he is that contribute to i,ts deterioration. :rhe bhagat 
inexpensive; he . is re_liable; and, he is acceptable'. cannot fai,I bec.ause he is in continual communica- 
Hence he fomis an integral part of the adivasis heal- tion with the spirits. J-le car1 do no wrong. The blame 
ing system. · · · · has to· be fixed elsewhere. Arid.: so, the . witch 

\-... The treatment that the bh.agat gives is ·a comb- ·beco,:nes the cause of all the cala~ities _and mishaps· 
ination of. spirit· worship and. offering: to appease tlJ~f be!all a family or -thf yil).age. · . · 
the angry spirit, and the ·use of herbal· medicine Wlia~. a'.re the e~ents that culminate in this 
cornbin.ed at times with branding. The proportion brutality? · ·· · ~-· · · '' . · · · 
of spirit worship and dispensing of herbal medicine The firs·t event that triggers~off a witch hunt'.is 
varies widely wit~ pifferent bhagats .. The efficacy of either_ ·a prolonged illness,. an inexplicable death·, a 
the bhagat. tiowever. is progressively dil'T!inishing. series o.f deaths .in a family, an;epidemic that. aff.ects 

"'\- The reasons for the· deer.eases in ~is effE!ctiveness the inhabitants' of a vjJldg~_or°the ·JiVes~ock,' wide· 
' . are largely .beyond his co.atrol. . spread crop di!iease or .failure, a number of mishaps 

a) o·ef~restation an~ .·Mon~cuitme ta~ge or calamities that occur, or a._c~Jribin~tio_n of th~m .. · '" 
~r9ct~ of rnixe:d forests are beirig .fel'led and replac·ed· ·. · .- · It begins with a murmur, ('there is a· witch')-· 

.. ~ . . · bY:mrinoclj~~ur'e of teak. A. teak plantati6n s~pp~·rts ." · either err.ianat\ng from"' th~ ·bhagat-'s mo~th_ or .from· . 
. no other forms of flora or fauna~ With deforesfation · · ··.9ne -of_ -~l:ie affect~d individuals ·or. groups .. "The 

· ·most· of. the traditionally used herbs are· d·mic:uli'to murmu·r grows)nto a crescendo as the word spreads. 
' find. Many bhagats · decrease the ·. us.a .. ~'of .·herbs t~e.male.members of the village start to. -take notice,. 
because finding .the herbs is .~- .,tJme-· ·co11sum,ing the.:woinen of the village begin to fear. . . ·... . . . 
process. The numbers of· herbal medicirie-men is .. -A: coll.ection is made by the vHlagers to cover · · 
also on the decrease. · _. . · 'the ',costs ·of discovering ·the witch. A group c1f , 

b) Lack· on · Continuity : As handing over villagers is- assigned the task and they go· from 
. kno_yvledge .rif her6s means that the bhaga·t loses his bhaga,t tcf bh~gat'in search of_~n elusive prey .. 

~ -_p.Qwer and efficacy, . many ·Qgats die· with their · The phag~t tries· out a· yariety of rituals, (dann 
-0' ·_, extensive knowledge acquired over ~the ·yeufrs. The her;ne - rea.d the messa~e in gr<!Jris of rice; diva 

· ~ ·. tradition is not handed down. · . · heme - identify the ""i!ch inthe liglit -~fa lamp)., vati 
... ·. ·c) Modern Dhe.:(s_es. a.nd Epidemics =- ~Ith: .. _: cha!avnE; (.using a_ cup whic~ 'moves; ana identifies 

migration to the slums. and shanty towns on the" · the w!t~h), h~ may con~uct t~e ~a_cr_if(ce of a._chic~en 
fringes o"i' the cities many ·ad·ivas·is r t · . h . ·.or .g·oat and try and read the md1cat1ons spelt out in · , · e urn wit m- h . . · . 
factions which are totall Th d. ·· . · t e entrails. The group of villagers may go to more 

. macopia can no 
I 

y nev•:\ . he a rva~i phar-. . than one bhag_a,t to make certain ot the identity qf the 
. . anger pope wit t e new diseases.. witch. The bhagat who identifies the witch is-not 
d) Lowered Health levels • The de t 1· · · · · · · • • . . . . ·. s rue ion usually from the same village or locaht~. Butthrough 

-of the forests, the ehmmat1on of ,mixed forests (with careful, intelligent questioning he is ab-le to locate · 
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:either quarrelsome wo\men, destitute-women, women 
with poor family support. women who are generally 
s~cially weak,· midwives and so on. The bhagat 
then pr(?ceeds; · to identify :the witch and generally 
gives a: vague · desi;:ription of the women on .the 
basis -of the descriptions unwittingly givep by the - 
women themselves. Once ar:i IdentitvIs given~ the 

. group of men may go to another bhagat ~or a 
confirmation. Here too a subtle process of q uesnons 

. · ancl-answers is carried out and the identity of· the 
:w·itch give~ in similar'1hough vague terms. 

· Once the process of identification is O\~er. the 
next step of·· the village is to find the womah to fit 
the identity. ·oepending on the ·vagueness.of the 
description given, the villagers (male) call f?r a~ 
identification parade. The .parade can also consist 
of ma!<ing .all the women stand on ·~· tava (fry\ng 
p"an) made red hot, . on the assumption that the 

. witches'. feet will notburn. Sometimes this is by- . 
. pas~~d and the w.itch is m~inted out _by one of the 
villagers and supported _by the others. A third 
·possibility is all ·the women. who come c~ose to the 
description are beaten7up_ till they confess to. tbeir · 
nefarious activities and their crimes. . 

Once· a witch .or witches are identified, the 
wh~le· ·village goes ,through the bizarre ritual of 
exorcising her ot the evil spirit, or her association 
with thWoddess· Himai. Acting on the assumption' 
that she feels rro pain, the woman/V'[omen · are 
beaten with .clubs;.· stones or whatever else the 
vill~gers can lay their hands on. No one, whosoever 
they be (man, woman or child), yvhatsoever their 
·relationship with the culprit be, wheresoever their 
symp.athies may lie, whatever their beliefa may be, 
can abstain from this brutal activity, because an 
accusing finger will- point iri her/his direction. She/ 
he will 6e accused cf being accomplices of the 
witch:·· · · · 

The .witch/witches are beaten till she/they fall 
.senseless .. Sometimes they survive. Survivors in 
·.most cases leave the· village because thesword ?f 
'an encore hangs continually on their heads. Ha witch 
dies, she is summ;;ily burie·d {not burnt) and the 
village maintains a stonewalled silence.· 1f news of 
her death leaks out to the police, the villaefers settle 
~n. wh·o will take the onus of the 'murder' and 
assure him with rnonsv and legal assistance and the 
assurance that no onEi wlll testify_ ag·ainst him at 
the trial. · . · ·. ·i- 

··. · ·Af.ter the · ritualistic sacrlflce is over, the 
catharsis complete, the village settles down with a 
sense of 'release that the cause of their anxiety has 
been eliminated. The . women still shudder at .the 
frightening. events that· has ~hatt'ered their li~es 

and a gnawing fear that they could be next in line ... · 
What does ·the· B:hutali phenomenon represent? 

At the outset. we must make it clear that the 
effort"s to under~tand the phenomenon are in no 
way complete and need :further elaboration .. We 
are putting down O\ff refle?tions as they h<1ve 
occure.d ·t~ us, hoping to org~nise them further as 
we lear~ more about the living and thinking anA~ 

_fe.eling o:f the adiv·asi women and men_- . , _:.,.¢-..:; _ 
.,. ·a) Tl:l'e torture: and death of the .. bhutal]f_1 ·· 

·provide~ a bizarre ritual which serves (provides) as · 
cathar:sis-1 a ritualistic release of. tension/aggression 
res~~tment cif the tribal accumul?ted in his expe'~i-' 
en~e of the many· painful ,events that continually 
plague his ·existence, th_e feelings o( helplessness 
which accompanies his efforts to resolve th~m, _the 
fears and insecurities that harass him all the while, 
and his forced acceptance of the unwar,ted unacc 
eptable events of disease, d~ath, mishaps. and 
calamities. Through t~is c~tharsis, he finds release , 
without having to confront the truth of the situation 
and thereby i~ reconciled once again to the situatio_n. 

b) The torture and death o.f the bhutali, 
thereby provides a rationalisation (explanation) of . _r 
the failure of the bh.agat to heal, and the relative \ 
inefficacy o,f the medical system. This ra~ionalis.ati~n 
helps to diffuse any attempts to reassess the' system 
.of he_aling." Tbe·process is enhanced by the subtle·1 
shift from :dispensing herbal medicine to sorcer.y and 
witchcraft that has taken place in · the modus 

. operandi of-thebhagats. ·""" 
c) The -torture and death of the bhutali ~., 

legitimises the man's in n:ite suspicion of the · viles- 
guile-devio.usness' of women. . 

. (Th~ ef.!orts of women· to ~evelop t~eir own 
means of self-defence and countering the brute 
force of man have always been interpreted: a~ 
scheming. and guil~). Hence in. warli society every 
woman is a potential witch. No woman can ever 
claim to be free from this cruel possibility. · 

d) The torture and death of the bhutali provide ·a 
mechanis111 that compensates man's inability to 
resolve the problems of his existence (the here and 
now), by projecting (tr!)nsf~rring) the root cause pf 
all that'is evil (painful) in his present outside-.<* .. ~, 
himsel'f (beyond). This compensation helps him to _, 
reconcile himself to his here and now, without being 
f~rced by t~,e nature ·Of _the events into seeking a •. 

. rational explanation for them. " , . . 
e) The torture and dea:th of the bhutali serves 

as the 'ultimate' mechnism of control of- women by 
men. It i:nanifests the use·_of bwte force (m~ns' forte) 
to crush the spirit of women and keep them in perp 
etual bond.age. The accusti_on of being' 8' ,bhutali is 
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continually resorted to by .man to maintain the sub- 
. juqatlon of women. (such reference's ca~ be obser 
ved even in interactions between husband a~d wife). 

. The torture and death .of the bhutall i.,yhic·h .takes 
pl_ace in the presence ·of women remains a con 
stant reminder that the duty of ·women is to con- 

~l'---· . --·. _, form and obey even when the order/command is -a 

j. ~~ painful death. . . . 
.f) The torture and death of Bhutali hence 

_::""4 becomesthe final (definitive) seal on· the do~ina- 
~i?:!1 ~f wo~en_by_ men. ~.he thre~t of. the acrlmonlt- 

101.!s investiqatton and trial -culrninatinq in a violent' r 
· brutal punishment hangs continually 'as a sword on 
. the ;head of 'every woman. threatening to snap at the 
sliqhtest provocation. . _ . 

g) The torture and death ofthebhutali therefore 
. is geared towards a conclusive suppression of any 
.act of defiance o·n the part of women. The bhut-ali 
can be seen as the personification of ·defiance to 
the male order (organisation) - of his world. She 
defies the.ir efforts to r:iorg·anise their lives accor 
ding to their plan and hence deserves the brutal treat 
ment meted out to her. 
·,::-;h). The.torture and death of the bhutali remains ...,_~ ., . . . 

·\;,..c. a constant warning to everv.woman that 'any act of 
insubordination to male domination .will meet -wlth 
a violent end'. This warnlnq needs to be reinforced 
frorrrtime 'to tim_e and hence periodic witch-hunting 
expeditions serve both a therapeutic as· well as a · 
preventive function in -terrns ot°the malaise of male 
dominated society namely, the presence and think- 

·"'}- ing of won:ien. · · · 
1 - • i) The torture and death of bhutali is related to 
'the mystique that qrows round 'blood - foetus ·- 
preqnancv' in the primitive mind. The mystique 
develops in the sense of awe and moves · i~to the 
realm .of-fear. The male in his attemptto control the· 
fear, seeks to control/crush/ suppress the root cause 
of the fear, ·. the women. The dorniant male also 
revolts against the realisation of the .superior posl-.; 
tion of·women whlch comes through their power to 
create and sustain life. His role in the creation of 
life~ remains minimal. Hlsrefusalto admit his subord 
ina.te place finds its expression in- his act of 

' domination. 
"";., ·- ~. j) The torture and death of bhutali is 'the 

. Io qlcal culmination of the Pure-Impure Contradic 
tion. This ritualistic impurity is extened into the 
interpretation of the. female principle as dark, unruly, 
anarchic, devious, dangerous; while the man rem- 

. ains puro.jatlonal, righteous. In the 'impurity' preju 
dice lie the roots of torture of womankind and· their 
death to rid society of the·'evil principle'. The bhutali 
is a devotee of Hlmai, the goddess- 

0

(the only female 

,l 
I 
• 1· 

·_ principle in the warll pantheon) of evil. '{he Prlnciples 
of Good and !:vii are embodiedlrr man and. woman 

k) !fhe torture and' death of the Bhut~li(in many 
cases the suin/~iclwife) represents the ancien't rivalr",C ' 
between the Bhagat and the · Suin. The Midwife in 
her role of assisting in .th_e. birth of ·new life. has 
knowledge of the myste'ries of life which will always 
remain :inaccessible to the bhagat. Her- ·knowledg~ 
brings -.power .and.·draws her inexorably. into the 
.power struggle ·with ·the Bhagat· who ·t~iumphs_.in 

· conder,ning her to death .. . . .. ' 

I} T~e - -torture and· ·death .of the · bh·utali is a 
m.an.ifestation of the Principle -of «;,ood tthe Bh~gat~ 
male) .finally eastablishing his supremacy in crushing. 

, ·the Principle of Evil (the Bhutali- woman): The bhag 
at as. tradition goes can do no wrong nor can he 
harbour any-evil. towards anyone. All wrong and evil 
can b~ born therefore only in the womb of woman, 
and takes physical form in the 'body of a woman.· 

. m) The torture and deaih ~fthe bbu.tali -remains 
a .flagrant contradiction iii the organisation of warli 

· society. On the, oi:1e. h_and the .two ·sacrainents .(rites 
of passage/initiation) namely the:.zoli.: (tying of the 
cradle) which i'nitiates the. inew bom chilt:1 as a mem- . 
ber of the tribe and i's given a na~e and the lagin '. · 
(marriage-the rit~ of initiatiof! ir:ito the perpet_uation 

· ,of the tribe)"by which the.man and woman become·· 
adu lfmembers ·of the trib~ . ~re both performed by 
adult women. The male has· no. effective ,rol~ .to play 
in either 0~ these 1WQ rites. Yet· which being- 1he 

· High Priestess of the community, the. woma·n int1st 
be contin.ually kept in her rlghtftllplace. 11:le iBhtitali 
is the warning thanhe Mighty cari be thrown down 
from their lofty thron·es and made ,to mingle in ,the 
du.st. This ci:mtr<!~iction in: warli :society ·'remains 
anq uestioned. 

n) Jn fa~t, the tor,ure a Ad-the death of the B.hu_ 
tali,. as has been from time imrneino'rial, bec~mes . 
the rationalisatiop f,or the failure_ of :man to organise 
his universe. The bhutali; becomes the scapegoat 
that exonarates man .of. his failure fo exercising his 
'divinely appointed' responsibility to'. keep, order in 

· his world. 
Where do we go from :here 7 
It is sometimes disconcerting to· discover tbat 

the fear of tbe bhutali is so deeply rooted ira ,the 
adivasi ·mind. tha! "the eradication of this horrendous 
annhilation of wom·en suspected as·being witches 
defies an easy s~lu'tiq·ra. And yet- there IT:IUSl be· a 
way out.· Our own struggle eta find>a. way out of 
this malaise that strikes a dea'th blo'w to tbe awake 
n!ng of women thro..y~ up five possibilies. We share 
them below.· - · · . . · • · , . 
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(Contd. from page 86) 

commodities · would offer !Tanzania more options 
than thatof devaluing its currency or curtailing · a) Awakening the w.omen : To understand the 
its development programs. The· amelioration of reality of the bhutali phenomenon in all its different 
terms of trade would offer Tanzanian coffee farmers 
better returns on the crop they now produce, obvia- dimensions. (In the minds of many -wornan there is 
ting the need to expand production at rates of 5 a -lurkinq doubt that the bhtltali may be real. This 
and 6 percent per annum. Improved terms of trade comes to the fore especlallv in: the minds of women . 
would also alter the economic circumstances of affected by unfortunate events and they support --S\_~\ 
womenand offer the possibility-of better health and their husbands in the hunt for the· witch): This -~ 
nutrltlon for themselves and their families. The New 
International Economic Order holds the promise of aw,akening is ·part of- the wider struggle of the 
a future for Tanzania radically different from the · women for emaneipation and equality. This awaken- 
grim one currently predicted. .fog must also form part of the general awakening hf A 

. . .. Referenc·es. the male population. (The 'men too have a tremeM 
African Business (1982) (Sept.): 40. • Bous fear of the witch and which is the. reason for 
Africa Report <1982a) .(March/April).: 37• the vehemence with which they act to annhilate her). Africa Repcrt (1982b) May June) : 30. 
Baumann, Hermann (192?)" "The Division. of Worf< According Since the bulk of the population ls illiterate, the 

to Sex in African Hoe Culture,''. Africa t. . . . . .. · . . .. 
Block, Fred (1977) The Origins Of International ~conoinit .Oiso- process of awakening will have . to make extensive 

rder, Berkeley : University ·of California Press. . . use· of .drarna, ·song and. discussion. 
Boserup, 'Ester (1970) Woman's Role In Ecasomk: Development b)· Improved . Heal.th Is the cornerstone.: N. Y.: Martin's Press. · · 
Brewer, Anthciny.(1983) Marxist Theories Of Imperialism: A Because if-one goes through the earlier part of this 

.,.....Critical Survey. London : Routledge & Kegan Paul. · , • ·h h h · \> Bryceson, Deborah (1980) The Proletarianization of ·women paper one-nonces t at t e event t at triggers· the · 
in ·Tanzania, ReviEw Of African Political Economy 17. witch hunt, is in most cases 'unexplained' disease or 

· Dimsdale., .!hon (1982) Two Roads to Socialism, Africa death. The deterioration 'of the, adivasi health system. 
Report (Sept/Oct) : 14-17• . • is a major area of concern when one looks at the 

. Eide, Wenche ·13art_h;et al. (1977) Women in Food Productlon, bhuta liproblem .. Any effort will have to be directed Food Handling and Nutrition with Special Emphasis on Africa. 
United Nations Protein Advisory Group. . · to, attain three goals : · · · . · · · 

George, Susan • '(197.6) How The other Half" Dies. i)'- A re-evaluation and chanqe of 'the adivasis Harmor.dsworth: Penguin Books. - 
Lappe, Frances Moore and J'oseph Collins. (1977) Footf First understanding of health; disease, and health care. _./- 

N·. Y. :·Ballaptine Books: . . ··. · . ll) Taking health to the ·gr·ass-rootS in the form of \ 
New Africa!! (1982a) (Mar,ch) : 23. • . more : radical health. Care . systems and creative 
New African C1982b) (June): 4o. responses to the health problems _iii) [?eveloping 
P<1yer. Cheryl (197~) The Oeh.t1rap; The IMF And tlie Third· a local integ· rated ·system of.. :preventive hea·lth care World. N •. Y, : Moilthly. Review Press. 

· Rogers, Barbara:(1,979) .The Domestication Of Women. N. Y. : cf The Enlightened Bhagat is. th~ Key : As th~· 
st

•• ~%t!~!.P~:=~gari~.i (1WBi The Releva.,,;'e of Current Mode.ls central person in the tr'aditional health care system · 
of Married Women's· Labor Force Participation to Africa.. of the adiva~is, the .. bhagat plays a crucial role 
Seminar on H·o_usehold' .Mod~ls of Economic Demograhic (whether positive · Or negative) .. Hence any action ,... 
Decision-Making Mexico City (Sept.). . . .. for integrate~ creative health care yvould. .nec~ssarily .. ~: 

Shielcls, Nwangana (1980) Women in fbe .Urhan·lahor Markets need· to include_ . th_. e •enlig_htene_d bhagaf• (Any , of 'Africa: The Case· of: Tanzania, World Bank· SJaff Working 
Paper No. 380 •. • ·. • • • . ·•· • attempt tQ subst1tute the preserit with a parallel 

Turshen, Meredeth ( 1977) The Impact of Colonialism ori system' even if it' provi.des a superior and more · 
'Health and Health Services in Tanzania, International Journal ·efficient:. syst~m. vilou'l9 be i::o unter~productfve) .· 
Of#eatlh Services 7 : 7-35. ' · · · Th 1· h d bh · • Id h 

United Nations (1974) General Assembly Resoluti'ons 3201 ·· ose 'en lg tene. · agats wou · ave to be 
(S-VI) arid 3202 (S-VI). · · · involved in a -process tliat·is geared to : i) improv- 

Wol'ld Health Org&nization (1972) Human· Oeve/opment And ing. · dfagn,ostic .. skiHs ... ii) -identification of herbal. 
Plfblic. Health. WHO Technical _R_eport Se_r.i,es No..485. _- • .rer.nedies ··and their.· m_edicinal ·porperties, together·· 

_World Bank (1981) Nu!flllo!7al Consequences -ot Agr,cultural· with methods of cultivating,. and .preserving· variou · ProJects: ConceP.Wal Relallonsh,ps and Assessment Approaches. . : . •• · . •.. · S • 
World Bank Staff Working Paper·No. 456. . . · •. ·. :·; he!ba!_:p)ants. 111). D~velopl"flent of supplementary· 

. World Bank (1980) Accelerated lJe,vo/opmqn.t in .Slih·.Sabar_rfi1 : .. :··. :":Sk.i(ls. ··and. n,edicina to. CQmplement those areas 
Africa. Washington, o.c . - . · · :- ·,. · ·· ··. · .. ;-whete:the·Jocal systems and remedies are insufficient. 
(Contd. Irani page 77) , .. · · ··: . · ~. -,.:',:'' :- '. h1),-''D~v.elo'P.ment bf preyentiv~ health_ care as a 

National Institute of Nutrition, Nutriiio;i _'Atlat '.of India . . ~ysterrr in,,its own r,ight with the bhagats. . . 
p. 27-29.NIN, Hyderabad. 1_971 · . . •• •. • . : · · · d.) ··ed· · · ·· t . d. I· · · · ·t· · · 

Rajalakshmi, R. Applied Nutrition. H Edition; ,Oxford arid"·fBH •·. _· · . ucat1C:m o eve, O(? sc1enu IC attitude_ : 
Publishing-company. 1974 · • . . · ·: : · • • A ,;consistent progr?rnr'ne t.o introduce a scientiffc:;::.:-._ .. 

Raf?anathan, _N.L.and Nag, P. K: Energy. cost of human labour.. . temperamentcouple.dwith the struggle against super- •"~ ·· ~ 
National l1,1st1tute of. OccuP.atronal Health, Ahm\lda~ad., stition ·should run. through the .whole effort which 

U
nd

aJ:1in, ·Madhu, Personal com!)'lunicat(ons from Sarin,· the would_ in_t!3_gr~te _the _various part~ as· one integrated 
designer of the Nada chulha; August 1983 · ·• · • look at hfo aod its different processes. · · 

.~!"JOT Univeriity •. Biomass ·fue.l hazards. for Indian women ··This short paper fries ·-to put forward what w 
Bullet,n of-the l/n1ron Women's studies. Bombay; May,, 1983. • .. · . <h · . _ . . · . e 

-~.uk~at!Tle, P. V. On measurement of Povcr,ty. Economic· and are. thlnkfng and · oping to_ put into ~ffect. We need 
· .Politica/Weekly XVI, (32): 131-8-1324 1981 . ·.• . . .·, • , assistance and co-operation. at every- step. Your 

. _Su.kh_atme, P •. v. £rote in st ~ategy ~nd agric!!ltura/ de~elopnuint:. solidarity:js as necessary as our efforts. We hope· you 
Pres1q~nt1al ad<;lre;SS : All • Indra· fl,gr.rcultur~I Economic~ Con-:. wiH become part of this process ·of struggling for the 
ference, BHU, Varanasi, lndrc?n Society of Agricultural l"b · ·t· ·· · f th a··· · d·. th _ · t' I 
Econo.mics. 1~12. · , 1 era 10n o. · e_ a !va_s1 an i ~ women 1_n par 1cu ar. 
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- Why don't y~u write for us ? 
This periodical is a collective effort of many lndividuals active or interested i_n the 

field of health or interested in health issues. The chief aim of the journal is to- provide a 
forum for exchange of ideas and for generating a debate on practical and theoretical 
lssues in health from a radical or marxlst perspective. We believe that only through 
such interaction can a coherent radical and marxist critique · of health and health care 
be evolved. 

Each issue of the [ournal will focus on one theme, but It will also carry (i) Discus 
sions on articles published in earlier issues (ii) Comme_ntaries,. reports, shorter contri- 
butions outside the main theme. · 

., 

Our· forthcoming· issues will focus· on : V}/ork and .. Health., Politics of P.bpulation 
~ontrol, and Health-and.lmperlallsm,". · · · · · - ·_ ~ . . . . . 

·. lf you wish to write on any of. these-issues do let. -us know 'immediately. We ·have 
to work'three months aheadofthe dateof publicatlon. which means 'that the Issue Qn 
Women and .1Heatth is already beipg: worked co. A full length article) should- not exceed 
6,000 words and the 'number of references ,in the· article should not exceed 50. 
Unless otherwise stated authdr's names in the.case of joint authorship will be printed 
in alphabetical order. We have retained. the :spelltngs and referencing style of re_print 
articles.· You will appreciate ·that we have a. broad editorial policy on the basis-of 
.which articles -.yill be accepted. · · .' · · · . . ~· _ · . · 

We w<;>uldi also like to receive shorter, articles, con-fmentaries. views or reports .. These 
need'not be on the themes we have mentioned. These articles should nor exceed 2;000 
words. Plea:se do write·· and tell us what you think of this issue. 

--\ . ... 
;. 

. -: . AH anlctes should b~ sent in duplicate. They should. be nealty typed in double 
spacing, on one-slde of the sheet. This is necessary 'because we de not have office 
facilities here and the _press requires all material to be typed. But if ,it is impossible· tcir 
you to get the material typed, do not let it stop you from sending u~ your. contributions 
in a neat handwriting on one side _of the paper. Send ·us two copies of the article 
written in a legible handwri.ting with words a rad sentences llberallv spaced · on one side 

. of the paper. · · 

The best ..:Vay to crystatiise ~hd. clarify idea~ i~ to put them do~n in writi11g. Here-s 
your opportunity to interact through your writing and. forge links with others who are. 
working on issues of interest to you:-· 

. 'WORKING EDITORS . 

. . r--i:--~·---:-.-----~-~--·---:---·-" 
•1 :lease send me Soci~'li~>HealthRev;ew for one ye-·ar '.(four. jssue_ ,,.:1 an; :I 
• sending Rs. as subscription and/or· donation. by· D.~mand · 1- 

1 
Draft/Cheque. (D.p. and cheque in favour o_ f_. Amar Jesani_ or :Pa9~a '.-f~~ash, · __ !.,, 

. · . and for cheque, add Rs 5, if outside Borribay). . ' 

.. I -Name_~--~--'-- .··' _ l ·. _ Address . . I 
-l_ .. -· .__ ,__ ~ ·.; .. '.·_:···- I 
l . . . P.~N.. :· . I 
. -~..:,_~---~-~-~----.,/ . . . . ~. ~. . 

\ 
\ 

---- ... ---·----~ .... . .. 



,,r---------,------------==========--------------.,_.~ 

Give Us an Answer 

i 
l 

l 

AH our life is on fire, all our prices rising, 
Give us an answer, 0 rulers of the country ! 

A handful of American wheat, a kilo of rnllo mixed with chaff 
Doesn't our country grow crops 
Or do we have only mud-mixed grains ? 

Give us an answer . 
/!' 

We have forgotten the colour of milk 
Coconuts and dried fruits have gone underground 
0 ur children have only Jaggery tea for-nourishment 

Sweet oil for cooking is the price of gold 
Coconut oil for our hair is not to be had' 
Without rock oil for lamps we are familiar with darkness 

We burn in the summer, we are drenched in the rains 
We bear the rigor of winter without any clothes 
Why don't we yet have any shelter ? 

We toil night and day and' sleep half-starved 
While the parasites fill their bellies with butter 
Why does the thief get food while the owner is cheated? 

There are pastures for the cattle of the rich 
For forest development land is preserved 
Why is there no land to support living people ? 

Tall buildings rise before our eyes 
The roads cannot contain these motorcycles and cars 
On whose labour has such development been built? 

We filled the jails for independence . 
We hurled bombs into the cars of the white men 
Did we do _it to fatten the sacred cow ? 

When we ask for a rise in wages, for work for the unemployed 
Why are we met with jai,I, beatings and bullets ? 

Now you have taken a new disguise 
And appear in the colours of socialism 
But we no longer want for today, promises of tomorrow ! 

Now we wil'.I stand on our own feet 
We will throw caste and religious differences to the winds 
We call for the sisterhood and brotherhood of aU toilers ! 

We vow today to fight with our lives 
We will bury capitalism in the grave 
And sound the drums of our state ! 

/ r 

Bhaskar Jadhav. 1971 
(Original in Marathi) 
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