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The green revolution and the .changing· patterns of agricultuie h'ave resulted in a. deterio1ation .. ot tJ,e~ ,_ .:~ 
health status of the-people. ·rhe health services 111e a sotuce 'of explo/(iJti?n. ·if one wiiy·o1..another: .. In tke': · · ~- __ ,,.~ 
meanwhile, the rich treditio« of her/Jal medicine is disappear/nu" th1ouiJh. disuse, :'whJch Jts · itself a.re.suit of ·: · · """1 

• • • "'. • .,.. • ~ • .... • .. ,.,. • j 

changes that have occurred ln the wake of the ·g1een revolution. . :- . , · . , 1 . 
' . - 

"'Fhe condition of the working class is the reail 
b?;sis and poirnt of departure ·of an social movements 
of the present because it is the higl)est and. most 
uneenceated'plrmacte of .the . social misery existing 
in'.·our day", (Preface'to The condition -ot the working 
c{afs in England - iF. Engel~):· · · 

. -~.'EY~_ry ~ajar or mi~of change· ,in system _has 
mii;:e,d the ,popes of improvement in the lives of the 
poor and created Hlusions about .the present 
pf.tieesS'"of development. New policies have been 
drafted and redrafted at the international, and 
n1i.tf 011·1,I i'e~el to eradicate ·poverty and to change 
t~ l!V,El,l>.-PJ. thf:l, 45 crore poor people Hving, below 
the .po:.ve·r,ty line.· But· no signiific.ant change · has 
taken -place. As adrni,tted by then World Bank chief 
Mc Narnara ,in his 1973 Nairobi speech, the problem 
of ; th'e world's 800 ·mirfliion poor people has 
remained unsolved. . 

The new approach of attacking poverty began 
in 1975 on a wodd scale and in r:ridia also, New 
schemes of rural development to eradicate pover 
ty were introduced. And thei1r health was- given 
importance. It was a ·target-oriented package pro 
gramme. What is 'happening iii, the ,co,untry side 
since 11975_ is' worth s,tudying. 

Although the green revolution ,began in Ma 
harashtra since l965-67, rits spread and growth is 
now restricted. Thus the problems have increased 

· and the cnlslsIs accentuated. The old picture o,f 
viillage life. is not found nciw. A'longwi,th the 
dete_r,iorating socio-economic system, . we find the 
'heaHh of the· people is very much affected! and 
has deteriornted. 

'Fhe area under study i's Biloli tal1ulka in Nan,. 
ded distri.ct .o.f ;Maharashtra. The district is· divided 
into eight talukas and among them Biiloli has the 
highest lev.els•of· . .irrigati.on. Most of the irrigation 
schemes·, we, e completed by 1975. There are three 
medium. frr,igaticin schemes fUrnctioniing in the area. 
Total popula,tion in the district is 17,47,589 spread 

-i1!'1 ~13e8 viilla"ges. ·lihe ··major ·:~raps ' gr~vyn._?r~..o 
jawar,, wti_ea,t: rice, cot,ori, .chHli~· ahd novv $J,tg·ar- - 

1' ,· ' ; . -- . • . t ..... ; '-~ ~-' 

cane. Seedplots _producing cotton-.seedp- are- -s-it~-; 
ated in highly inigated area. Even rib:anana 
plantations are ample irn r:l'umber. This area is 
weflrknewn fcir procliuci,ng fo·ng stapie cotton. Now, 
feurr sugar factories are produdng st.igar and 
alcohol. Out of these, one factory is in BHoH.taluika· 

Changing pattem·s ·of agr·icultar.e :• 
Effects on tieaftb · 

II>ue to ,changes in ·the - cropping ,pattern. and 
swhching marinly to cash crops 'like sugar cane 
and po,tton the production ·.o,f fobdgrains ,has 
decliined i,n the area. S'o ttle ofd, syst~m: of cro- > 
pping, mixed-cropping,, is disa_ppearirng: Turmeric, ~ 
another cash crop was uprooted· firstly in- 1972 
drougiht and' by the go-vernmen.t policy. to .favour 
Sl!lpply o.f wa,ter to, sug.arcane. S,irnilarly; :gr6 u,nd 
nut ,is not favoured,· by tl:ie gov.~rnment." In 1983- 
84 canarls became dry due to .water-shortage. And 
though the government ,irnitiaf!ly- announced'. gua 
ran,ted frrig,a,ted water to grol!lndnut crop, only'-. 
once or twice did the carnal receive water. ·-"lj" 
So a1II the groundnut crops of mid'dile andr poof''_. 
peasants ·were destroyed. Tihe rich could ,i_rrigate 
wi,th the help of powerfu,f electric pum:psets. 
1:n non--inigated' area chiilli is stil'I grown. But in 
irrigated .fie'lds, cfaiHi crop cannot 'be grown now 
as the land is saturarted wi,th water which is not 
sui,ta'ble :fior growing. chilH. 

. 
There ,is sigrnUicant decline in the a.rea under 

pulses. Partly because there ,is no increase .jn the 
relatively l'ow per acre returrns. Another difficulty 
with the pulses is th·at · i,t canno,t be grown· with .;:::::,: 
hybrid kharif jawar. This is a short-duration crop. ··;( 
This reduction in the .acreage under pulses has cost -~· , 

-\-", 
a ,lo,t to the vill'age poor because, pulses used t~.., 
mairntarin thefertirl'i,ty of the soil (nitrogen fi.xa.tion):~~ 
And people used to, have their 'balanced diet. As 
the. diet maiinly consists of hybrid ,roti, sometimes, 
rice arnd watery dail (mainly tuar or udid}, their 
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diiet has not remalned- a b'a;lanced 'one as itr~uMid "'· Pliglilt ·Of nona·agricuitur_ail' workers 
to be:·o!her crops likef 's\ive~t,-_:grta,toes which Those who w6rk \:>~ State.Employment Guar- 
used to "be poor. ,,man!s emergency staple foop',. ': . ante~' Scheme .. (EGS) as .. ,;;b~uirers, are supposed 
have 'ail'so disappeared:.. . ·: . : " ' . . to •g.et . ~s ,;p·. e·r ilavii . ·,~edi~i.nes if. they become . • ~ .· .,.~~;.n....}:.. . ... - • -·· • ·• . . 

· _ .: .. . . · ; _ . ,,. :. _ ,_- . . ..·,.;,. , --·sick ::on~-!duty. They must ,;~et. drinking waiter at 
Thus, ~e s~~ :dE.?pen~en~-~'. •0~ -~P.e~.ple on, :~psh__ ".. :tMe "Yo.rkshe. t;JsuaHy, the worksites are far away 

cr~ps ,resu:ltm~ 1'~ a ~~cltirle _ 1'~.'.-.P.~!.ses_ production. -· ·trdm·the vi:lilages. Most of the time, EGS workers 
This change_ in_ crops patte~n,lias· ·~~reased depen- do not g,et ordina,ry medicines wnen they get 
dency on high cost chemical _fert1,hzers and upset headache or fever or if an accident take , . I 
the traditional soil 1preserva"ti'on. _mechanism and even fi-rst-aid boxe~ are · ndt ;vaiilabie. At si:/t~ce 

__ resultso 'in decline i·~ t~_~: healfh,··,~f ,the people, ··:.aat co:ntaminated water·· --- fo'r· drinking whi~~- 
~... • •. ..,, .• •! ~ ~ . . . ' 

,__ •· ' - ca,uses waterborne diseases. Tfhrs is rampant in· 
A~1}eople forest pol;icy i ·' • · -the. aTe.~, ,re_sul:ting in· loss 9{ several mandavs due 

·,~the present forest policy of ·the World Bank· to. sickness, The law ha~\ made a provision tor 
and the governlillenit 

1
ha·s ·co:ntr~but~d, tb the de-: 'shelter and. cretches- a! _w.qrkslte .. But rarely are 

atructien of agrituiltuiral peqpl~'s;H,vin·g~condi,tions .. :· these prP'(ided. We~trna· infants and young babies 
AN the old var:iety o'f tr.a.es, ~;!ik.e,.'.foa.l'wa, ka,th · afe looked a,f;ter·.'bV sm~,11,·.chHd_ren whil'e the mother 
khaif, sag, bamboo ate no'.tpla_n_ted,·by ·the forest ' · is yvorking,.on the· site. L~st year .. a labourer died 
departm;ient on a large s_,c~,le. · -Jnst~a·d~ · ~ubabll,ul' Ori ''!E:Gs Site. :in. a'· vTllage · im BiloH tailuka due 
and euca1lyptus are plante1 on:~«l ,1,arge sc?le wi,th to baith starva,tion aqc:t .sickness. (1i'hi"s matter was 
the result, more wood is .supplje'd.·:to:·the paper ,t. ~ii·~cl:!ssed ii-1 the:~ah_ar~shtr;:i A.ssem'bl_y): The reason 
mi,11ls' and ,groundwa,ter : shortage has focreasei ',' · _was ti;lat he had-·,not gpt hi~-.wag.es · for more than 
Many old varieties of the. tree ibad'. me·ci'ici,nail va'l1u~··· · fi,ft'ee1T11 days:· · • · · · .. c, · · 
and: het:bs used' to :91~0.w·:~1~.o,1~.~Gf.t'ftef:rt:·: 'ifi~ir dis-' .. · "'t,.v.. ·• • • 
appearaince has cr~ated, . .ai; :icu;tt:Lcshorta~l\5~ such< . :. .· ifne ;)s~garca1ne factories, a,!so _.pose ·new pro 
country .medicines. Even jn:0Mf1l!lages~ ~eld'tamariOd "hie~~- W_~e,:;' lflto'iasses·'. ci-9.purmpl_aJed: near factory 
trees, have disappeared. ."P·~~ple:. are ~i~11~i~!J. less - · crea'.tii$ pol_tu~tion. problem ·tor the peasants ,ljving 
talillarind in thei1r diet. The :~Hect, of 1th is·· new ~ n:ear · the ~actqw. Water-po Iii ution by the sugar 
~orest policy on the ecosystem is trel1).Elfldous. fac;toi:ies is so much that mainy deaths h_a.ve taken 

· · · · pliace i,n the viiMages near. the s.u,gar :factory. Sudden 
It has also affected ami.eulture;. siirice" w.~~den ... <;le~~h ·of· aniima,1s,· aft~~ drinking- w·aier is quite 

• . • ·•·• ,. ,~. • V "' '• 

impfoments depend_ l!iPOn, the .. fore~-~-· i:~e,"inew _· common-iin the area. E,ven the hu,e ·and cry made 
varieties of trees· are not s:uita'ble;'for house con· ~·. · by· t~~-press- and: organisation does no,t .affect the 

~. l)..stwction or cutting'\he ,j,~pfomerits '.from;i' -~ood. . _·sugarbafonsraind they c.ontjnue .t'i> 'violate alll ainti- 
~veA firewood shortage has become mos;t acute. ··)ipJ:lution · no·rms. 1ihe "= he~lth-t -cendition . o.f sugar- 
People bum any type g.f, shr:u:bs ,:1,nd ·'. ~oocl::for • ifa,e:tor~,. W6Jke'rs js ecf0~1lil,Y, baGl:. Th'ey are ex;posed 
cooking purpose eve11 though it·~ls: ·~n~x,genic. ~o _polJ;ution, chemic,als anR a.ceiderits du!=l io, out- 
TMy have to spend more time in co!'lectiif)g fke- . date9 mi;ichiriery. · ' · 

,. ... •. . t.• . .. • ~ t • •• .. •• • • 

wood. Oue· to shmtage of; wood', the .. si.z«;i·oft-he · 1 huts are getting ·smaNer and· narrowei -~hi~h ;is ·,. . Certain .o,ther f~ctors ailso affect the health Of 
again unhygenfo·:·,:,i,e rel?_ult is :diseases ;Uk~,.astbrna, t~·~· P~,ople. Adulter.a,ted edible oi;I' has- brougiht nevy 
cough and other res.pirntoty prooiems ~i~. ramp· a'r:i,t. ·types·o,f diseases. Someti:m'e agq strnnge ,~inds · o,f 

.) . J:ovvar and' w_.1he"at J (impotted),·.l were dist~ibuied Old ehtlilfah ·still exist e,ven · tho"hg1h tr~ctors ·and · · 
high yiel'ding' varieties are.introcltfceci''by'n.·.-.'~~~"lech . .: tbr'ouTgh the ,rationing. s'hops. Anci after consuming 

• . . - - ~ ~ · them there was a virtual epidermic of skin disease: 
nology. The chu'.Hah creaifes po'lliutio~ .. problem· Similary, the imported wheat fror:n US under PL 
within' the huts. ' · 4. • : • • • • : - • • ·' • 480, brought another variety ot Mexican seed grass 

1 h ·. ·· · · ·· •· which has since spread ali'over. This has made th~ -: Due to i1hcrease in t . e cost of Hvi;ng, ?JI .• the 
,. , - ,land i,nfertiil'e and constant contact with the grass, 

~-{~mings '"of the tar;r;iny. members are spent on spreads skin a:l'lergies and alilergies affecting the 
c---'$. ,f'onty survival. The cash economy has changed the 

d b h respiiratory system. (This is popU!larly known as situation consi · era. ly. in t · is area. As the saving 
of the"poor is virtually niil, .for sickness expenses, 'Congress grass' and during 1975, Coflg, I Govt 

banned the word 'Cong,ress' grass). · they have to borrow from landl'ords, ,rich peasants 
or money-lenders. !Due to 1infla,tion, people tend to cut down 
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expenses on food ,i,telil'ls. For example, as the price· 
of edible oil has gone up, women are t!ising less 
quantities of cobking: oil, not even usi1Rg coconut om 
for their ha~r. As the prices of medicines have · gone 
up, ordinary tablets for usual ailments cannot be 
purchased by the people. This taluke has a very 
high Incidence .o,f Iepresv, bt:ft only one· leprosy .. 
centre is fum:tioning. 

lmpedailist techAology has Improved HYV [owar, 
ba1ara, w'hea,t and dee production ,in ,irrigated area 
but no breakthrough has been so far made on 
oilseeds and on HYV seeds for dryland farming. 
thus, it has Hrnited results for to,ta;I agricultural 
growth ,in \ndia. 

Exploitative heailth care services 
Medical facilities are avaitabte, for example in 

four big villages ,i1n the taiuka .. In this article we wi1lil 
look at two places : PHCs at Naigaon and Ketur,: 
About hundred viilllages are connected wi,th these 
centres. They are situated either at taluka. head- · 
quarters or a,t the viiltlages where the most ,influentia,1 
IOcat MLA, ZP ,president or MP is based. lche 
corruption at governlil'lent. dispensaries is so rampant 
tha,t people tend to g;o to private doctors or the 
government doctors t,rea,t patients privately. 

Dming the drought of 1980 andifloods of 1'983, 
various types of epidemics spread ,in the area. The 
government dispensaries and hospitals created such 
a situaeion, ·tha,t -patients were sent [back on the 
pretext o.f a scarcity- of .mediclnes. Kashtakari 
Sanghatana had to take up the issue, the doctors 
and dispensary staff were gheraoed for· severat · 
hours. Only then was proper treatment giv.en ~o the 
patients. 

At the grassroot hivel, vi,l'lage health workers 
are' operating. T"hey are supposed to distribute 
medicine for ordinar.y ailments, rnatarla and so cm. 
They are supposed to help lil!IOthers at the ,time 
of delivery. And to repmt to the PHCs when cases 
of epidemic or senle us diseases are noticed. · In the 
recent drive for birth centrol; they have to bring· 
cases for famiily planning. operaelons. · Now i,t is 
lucrative business for them slnce the govermmen,t 
gives monetary ,incentives to .both ,patients and·heal,th 
workers. But genera.Uy stocks of. tabletsi are not 
avaiilable wi.th thelil'l .or instru:ments are not availbale · 
with them, So people have to ge> to private doctors 
paying more :liees or to the quack doctors. 

Tha locail: ,organisation had to take up another 
issue since it afiects the heail,th of the people - 
' ·iBhainama,ti'.' (£host or spirit) ,i_s a usl.'.a'I phe.nome,mon 

and mos_tly women are •ha.united' by this in ,the 
villl'ages. In reaUty, they aJe ei,t~et_p_sychic p~ti~nts 
or ailllil'lefil,ts dev.elope.dcd'ue to Insoluble persona), or 
domes.tic problernas .oJ fe:uidal ch~ir<'.lc~er. iMany a t!r:rae, 
patien,ts :becalil'le victilills o,f superstitio~. So 
the locali mganisa,tiom, hadi to takeup severail cases 
a11d treat them, iin the H!ospital1 after prolonged 
persuation. In the past five years,: mqre cases of 
!baciililary dysentry, flt:1,, ,malaria are ,repor,ted, in the. 
hospita:ls. Thus, even ,the heall,tb ·services. haye 
become a source ot exploitatioQ ~nd 1p_eop'le are no,t , 
berae:lii,ted though aiH the insti,tutions are aided by0- .. :_.. 

.government and internationa11 .agencies. - ~ ' .,,., 

Health t11ilder 1G,reen iRe.vol,t1tions 
Changes.ha:v~:~~curr~d i·~ t~~- atti,tude ! of the. 

peop'le towa(,ds 1hea11,th aind. me;dici~.7 ~r-~ · ~,1:1ite_ 
obvious. 

(a) AH the o!dl he·rbail', ·.co:u:ntry rn,emcines have 
disappeared"aiid:. ,tfue trend. of widespread . use o,f 
alil'opathic meafoines has been -stabHiised. . H is 
knowfil' tha,t 'the sarpgandha, . herb ·is ·used .for 
serpilila tablet"for blood presure·,or· heart problern,s 
Simiil'arly,. SOAile old'mediciraes based Olil. herbs and ,. 
mi.nera1ls are qu1i,te elfecthie; · But· little fu:r,ther · --~,.. 
research har taken pla·ce·.. '-' 

(b) Due to hard work, hectic lifo, alild ,mount- 
. ing ;problems, people tend' to igin.ore -their· .health 

.1:Jmless hea1l,th ·p'roblems becolil"le serious when 
they go ito the doc!or or ,the dispensary. Again. less 
atten,tion is paid towa·rds ithe heal,th .o:f,women and 
girls ,in the ·viillages. ··· · · ; 

. :. :,: 
· · ~c) 'L:Jse of outdated medicines in the dispen 

saries 1is :quite normal: . As the effica.cy of the 
meclicirne is autolil'laiticallly reduced, people have 
ag~im turtled· tewards ei,ther. q,uacl~ .diocJor.s or 
towa~ds su:perstiti.ot:1s practices. 

There .are ,certaiin-:=volu1A,tary agencies 'lik; Oxfam" 
which are workir:igi 1illil the Salil'le·• V,i!llj8QeS . where we 
are worki11ilg. :But they ha.ve ~o,t yet :taken up any 
programme for healthsercvice~. Ex~.ept maki~Q' 
propaganda for family pl1anni1r:ig opernttons (on !lie 
same Hlile as the Governmerat propagal)·d'a} t~eyhave . ,--~ 
done nothing in ,the heal,th sector. ifhe ,ora,ly service 1"',l,,- 

: . th~y offered to the people during, floods was to ·),.. , 
· give loan Ofil' l't>w interest rates to the . affec,ted~, 
people and the loam, was r~paid by the debtors"~ .iZ:;...;. 
after the· 'harvest. The huge, irrigation ~chemes 
beg!an, only ah.er World Bank aid arriy.ed siRce. the 
Govermnent had no funds to provide th~m · under 
the tive year plans. So boosting• _,i,_rri~,i~,tio,~,. ne~ .. 
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technology of HYV seeds in !irrigated area, boosting, 
production for cash crops ma,inly for ' export, 
development of infrastructure and absorbing. non 
farm ,population in service industry, creation of wen:. 
knit finance organisations and so on makes the entry 
of forces of irnperlallsm i;n agriculture on a sound 

·'- basis and aHows the 1loca,I: exploiters, landlords and 
~,6~~dch peasants, a sham of the surplus. But has it 
' .../ really solved the problems of the people? 

t N.anded is a drought prone area. In the past 
1 five years h was twice declared drought area and 

==--rwice the area was declared as being flood aff 
ect~~-- [nstead of giving water for subsistence 
crop;, 'water is g,iven mainly to cash crops. Due to 
faulty man-made forest policy, the· pattern of rain°tailil 
is chang,ing. and' affecting the crop production and 
ultimately the ecology. A'II' drought- prone areas 
eradication schemes are slowly turned into imple 
menting a policv for export led grnwth, cash crop 
growth. lihis is happening .national:ly, locaHy under 
the guidance of lmperiallsm, ''A major plank for 
ambitious polltlca! Ieaders is the promise of pro 
viding irrigation to newer areas. Here the chief 
consideratlon is bringing prosperity to .those pea- 

~ .,.- sants who are in a position to grow cash crops 
~ . and not tackling the droughts." 

·¼' 
· ~ Though agricu'l,tural' production of HYV has 

increased, we do not find ·any Improvement in 

the conditions of poor people, Ali! the benefits 
have gone to the tipper classes. Consequentlv, 
economic conditions of the poor have fu,rther 
worsened This has made heatth of the. poor 
people a severe problem. The vicious circle of 
poverty and health can be seen cl'ea,r'IY :in the 
ru,rnl area. 

What 'imperialism does to the system is tha,t 
it has made the system totailily dependant. 'IFutuire 
growth and in,tenrnl' growth o:f productlve forces 
is. stopped or growth is staqnated. In the case of 
heailth, ,it Js clear ,that ~no funds are made a,va,il'a'ble 
for 7fuirther resounces and production of medlclnes 
on specific disease or hea,lth problems. ,-:he less 
costly methods of production of medicines for such 
diseases are not iound out. l!.Mtima,tely, as agria 
cultuse .is very important to. extract surplus, iirnp 
erialist and multina,tionails do make high proHts on, 
the deterleratlnq. conditions of health. And! thus 
country's reail wealth, the precious people, ,mainly 
working force, has again been ignored' and' is sub 
jected to the process of pa,u,perisa,tion. From slums 
to farms, the fate is :tfie same ,in this system. 
Reference : The siler:it drought: Maharasht~a. EP\.¥, Jan 119, 1985, 
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