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Obsession with Soc~alism· 
r0hit j: 0za 

I AM attempting underneath to answer some of Anant R.S!s 
criticism ,(RJHII: 1-2, June-September, 1987) by quoting an 
article from the December 1987 issue of the Russian 
magazine Sputnik. ,The journal comments: "Problems posed 
by health service :[in Soviet Union]; of late have come in for 
criticism. The truth is that the heakh service has bee~ obses 
sed by the quantity of services {the widely availabfe .and' 
almest free medical' care referred to by Anant] rasher thar» 
quality of these services!' Anant's reference to "these stupid' 
civilisations [of capitalist countries] spending 11?-0Fe mi health 
care" can be well answered 1:>y the Sputnik.article and [ quote 
"Health service has been dominated by 'conservatism in · 
economic maeagement, thus creating serious propblems". 
FurtheF, the· article says, "the success stories of principles 
of medical aid as practised in USSR should not be ignored. 
But what was good yesterday win not necessarily be found 
satisfactory fomOFFOW". As for Anant's attempt to locate "the . 
Indicatoi:to find'out what percentage of medical needsare 
being met and' in what manner", the Sputnik article has 
quoted the USSR Minister of Public Health as saying, "we 
will.dismiss specialists for whom medicine has been a random 
choice ofcareer and who refuse to treat the job seriously", 
(And this, Anant, in spite of the .Soviet Union's population 
of 1.2 miiMion doctors-the largest number as compared ,to 

. any country-in the world.) 
lin the words of-Anant: ·~ rough opinion in a pi:oper direc 

tion Is betten ,th.an ·a precise Obsessed opinion in a wrong 
direction" '!Fhe "information" needed to "draw valid con 
clusions" ,is well providedin-ehe Sputnik aetiele: ·"By 1:990 
almost a million people wiil have died of :lung cancer in the 
USSR and most of these smokers". (So much for ,the fu.ealthy 

Soviet way of life as compared to the ,unhealthy American .,...,.. 
way of life;), Y".; . ._ ~ 
Wi_th_. reference ;to ,the_ "wrong work _.env_ Irofl._,ment:~...:.::J 

wrong social environment", Anant sh;~liild note ,t~e foJ!I'ow- \;~ 
ing sentences. in the Sputnik article: ;½. quarter of-water supp- · 
Jy is without adequate deansing".;' "from. li965 £0 1'985 ,the J 
incidence of ,Iung cancer doubled in Soviet Union',";. ",forty :,., 
per cent ,of sixteen-year olds smoke"; and "medical SJ!)ecia!lists , "'\ 
,~ay 1ittl'e aue!'ltion to the prnpagation ,of a heaiJtfuy -\\1iy.:_of 
11fe as a w hol'e". 

In the end,. ~ woN1l'd Hike to ,(!Juote fiye ,more senrences from 
the Sputnik article ,to starat,. if possib'l'e, aiio~h.er 'Q~~gNe': 
. . H [ . " . • . • ' • • , ; · . ci11{ble , · · . I ('1} . [n Soviet Union, 1t 1s m~ended, ~Y ~~,double 

. the volume of Pay Sez;v1ces. ava11lab1'°'. 
(2)' "It ,is. wor,th considering thecquest~on of large enter 

j:mis<;:s Of big ,organisations payfoag at least partly for 
t~e treatment of their empl9yees (workers)" .. 

(3} "It would be just to levy a specific t!1X ,on, smoking .. 
Such adqHiona!l charge ~income). coNrJdi be used ,for 
the treatment of smoking· ;related diseases!' · 

(4) "'ifhe -present sitl!lation [iI1c th.e Soviet l.!nion]' can no 
-'longer be ,tolerat~ci: by the·pru,t7, the gove:nment a~'- _ 
the people. Nor indeed by us.m the med1cal1 pFOfe~ 
sion!' · · · ~ · · - - 1 

(5) "'l'he patient sho,uild also have a Fi,gfut ,to, choose a 
doctor whom he trusts!' 

(Cont~from page 107} 
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The Soviet Union is resti:uctuFing aM' spheres ofi Its 
economy, culitui:e and Hfe. Lt is high, tfa~~ ~<lent also 'z;estmc 
tured' 1his obsessions. Remember, alI' that giitters is not gold. · 

I, 

JO samples. but also from the discussion with the centre 
. workeFs about their methodology, Therefore, it cannot be 
proved with .the·number of drop outs that oEce they ,realise 
the problems th.ey are n:o more interested in 'it. 

'Fhe follow-up monitoring is don'e to note down the-pro 
blems but with Li,ttle 'care of the clients. The problems. Sl!lch 
as ~m~norrhoea are found ,to be frequ_eni~, but the ,tendency ; I 

9.fthe cen.tre is to j,ustify the probl'em rather tlaan giving· : i 

remedies for iit. i / 
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Me.dico.ff'riend:Circle '8Uilletim (M6Athly): 
Annual Subs~~iption: iRs ~o 
Anthologies: ' 

lr::i, Sea1~ch.of Diagnosis Rs 12 
Hfealth Ca~e: Which Way to Go Rs 1.2 · 
tJJrnder the 1teri"se Rs TS 

, . Bulletin stJbscriptior:is. ,to 'be sent ;to ,c Sathyamala, J~ 
1 · · F020:(Gf), famgpura 'Extens_ion, New Delmi, 1~0 014.
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• I : Orders for the an~hologie~ to Dhrwv Manikad', ·:' r 
1 

1 1877 fosr:ii Gai[li, 'Nipar:ii, Belgaum JDist, Karnataka. 1 i 
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RadicarJoumal of Health 
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